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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1 . Claims 24, 39 and 43 are objected to because of the following informalities: 
Claim 24 line 5, "the building", lacks antecedent basis. 

Claim 39 line 1 , "the wall" which one?, the receptacle 's wall or the wall of the 

building? 

Claim 43 line 1 , "the wall" which one?, the receptacle 's wall or the wall of the 
building? 

Appropriate correction Is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 24-27, 31, 36, 39 and 43-45 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Balkwill et al (US 4,296,870; hereinafter Balkwill). 

Regarding claim 24, Balkwill discloses an assembly (72, see figure 7) for 
enclosing one or more electronic devices (62), comprising: a receptacle (74) having a 
wall forming a cavity (see figure 7) having an opening and a flange (76) surrounding the 
opening (see figure 7); a first structural member (88) of a building, wherein the 
receptacle (74) is attached thereto (see figure 8); a bracket (86) attached to the 
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receptacle (74) and spanning tlie opening (see figures 7 and 8); an outer wall layer 
(column 3 line 66-column 4 line 1) disposed at least in part over each of the receptacle 
(74), bracket (86), opening and the first structural member (see figures 7 and 8). 

Regarding claim 25, Balkwill discloses the assembly (see figure 7), wherein the 
wall comprises a hole (see figure 3) and wherein the assembly further comprises a wire 
portion (28) extending through the hole into the cavity (see figure 3 or column 3 lines 8- 
14). 

Regarding claim 26, Balkwill discloses the assembly (72. see figure 7) wherein 
the wire portion (28) forms a coll inside the cavity (see figure 3). 

Regarding claim 27, Balkwill discloses the assembly (72, see figure 7), wherein 
the wire portion (28) forms a zigzag inside the cavity (see figure 3). 

Regarding claim 31 , Balkwill discloses the assembly (72, see figure 7), wherein 
the wall comprises a generally flat base (see figure 7). 

Regarding claim 36, Balkwill discloses a method of enclosing a low-voltage 
electronic device (see figure 5), comprising the steps of: providing a receptacle (46) 
having a wall forming a cavity having an opening (see figure 5) and a flange (52) 
surrounding the opening (see figure 5); positioning the receptacle (46) within a wall (54) 
of a building so as to allow the flange (46) to contact a flat surface of a structural 
member (58) of the building, securing the flange (52) to the structural member (58); 
securing a bracket (40) across the opening, installing a wall layer (54) at least in part 
over each of the receptacle (46), opening and structural member (see figure 6); forming 
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a hole in the wall layer in comnnunication with the opening of the cavity (see figure 7); 
and attaching the low-voltage electronic device to the bracket (see figure 7). 

Regarding claim 39, Balkwill discloses the method (see figure 1), wherein the 
wall of the receptacle comprises a generally flat base (see figure 5). 

Regarding claim 43, Balkwill discloses the method, further comprising the steps 
of: forming a hole (see figure 3) in the wall of the receptacle (see figure 3); and 
introducing a portion of a wire (28) through the hole into the cavity (see figure 3). 

Regarding claim 44, Balkwill discloses the method, further comprising the step of 
forming the wire portion (28) into a zigzag pattern (see figure 3). 

Regarding claim 45, Balkwill discloses the method, wherein the wire portion (28) 
forms a coil (see figure 3). 

3. Claims 24-29, 31 , 36-39 and 43-46 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being 
anticipated by Lentz (US 5,834,692) 

Regarding claim 24, Lentz discloses an assembly (1, see figure 1) for enclosing 
one or more electronic devices comprising: a receptacle (1) having a wall forming a 
cavity (see figure 7) having an opening and a flange (15, 17, 19 and 21) surrounding the 
opening (see figure 1); a first structural member (45) of a building, wherein the 
receptacle (1) is attached thereto (see figure 5); a bracket (41) attached to the 
receptacle (1) and spanning the opening (see figures 5 and 6); an outer wall layer (62) 
disposed at least in part over each of the receptacle (1), bracket (41), opening and the 
first structural member (see figure 6). 
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Regarding claim 25, Lentz discloses the assembly (1, see figure 1), wherein the 
wall comprises a hole (see figure 7) and wherein the assembly further comprises a wire 
portion (51 ) extending through the hole into the cavity (see figure 7). 

Regarding claim 26, Lentz discloses the assembly (1 , see figure 1 ) wherein the 
wire portion (51) fornns a coll inside the cavity (see figure 7). 

Regarding claim 27, Lentz discloses the assembly (1, see figure 1), wherein the 
wire portion (51) forms a zigzag inside the cavity (see figure 7). 

Regarding claim 28, Lentz discloses the assembly (1, see figure 1), further 
comprising a vapor barrier (57) disposed between the flange and the outer wall layer 
(see figure 7). 

Regarding claim 29, Lentz discloses the assembly (1, see figure 1) wherein the 
vapor barrier (57) is sealed to the flange (see figure 7). 

Regarding claim 30, Lentz discloses the assembly (see figure 1 ) further 
comprising an adhesive (61 ) disposed between the vapor banier (57) and the flange 
(15,17,19,21). 

Regarding claim 31 , Lentz discloses the assembly (see figure 1 ), wherein the 
wall comprises a generally flat base (3 or see figures 1 and 2). 

Regarding claim 36, Lentz discloses a method of enclosing a low-voltage 
electronic device (see figure 1), comprising the steps of: providing a receptacle (1) 
having a wall forming a cavity having an opening (see figure 1) and a flange 
(15,17,19,21) surrounding the opening (see figure 1); positioning the receptacle (1) 
within a wall of a building so as to allow the flange (15,17,19, 21) to contact a flat 
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surface of a structural membeir (38) of the building, securing tlie flange (15,17,19,21) to 
the structural member (38); securing a bracket (63) across the opening installing a wall 
layer (62) at least in part over each of the receptacle, opening and structural member 
(see figure 7); forming a hole in the wall layer in communication with the opening of the 
cavity (not mentioned but well known in the art). 

Regarding claim 37, Lentz discloses the method, further comprising the steps of: 
providing a vapor bamer (57); sealing the vapor barrier (57) to the flange (15,17,19,21) 
of the receptacle (1); and forming a hole in the vapor barrier in communication with the 
opening of the cavity of the receptacle (column 4 lines 37-46). 

Regarding claim 38, Lentz discloses the method, further comprising the step of 
applying an adhesive (61) to the flange (15,17,19,21). 

Regarding claim 39, Lentz discloses the assembly (see figure 1), wherein the 
wall comprises a generally flat base (3 or see figures 1 and 2). 

Regarding claim 43, Lentz discloses the method, further comprising the steps of: 
forming a hole (see figure 7) in the wall; and introducing a portion of a wire (51) through 
the hole into the cavity (see figure 7). 

Regarding claim 44, Lentz discloses the method, further comprising the step of 
forming the wire portion (51) into a zigzag pattern (see figure 7). 

Regarding claim 45, Lentz discloses the method, wherein the wire portion (51) 
forms a coil (see figure 7). 
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Regarding claim 46, Lentz discloses the method, further comprising the step of 
sealing the hole (see figure 7) with a sealing (55) subsequent to the introduction of the 
wire portion (see figure 7). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 32-35 and 40-42 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Lentz (US 5,834,692) in view of Soiek (US 4,438,859). 

Regarding claim 32, Lentz discloses the claimed invention except for the flat 
base (11) having a raised pattern. SoIek discloses a receptacle having a flat base (20) 
with a raised pattern (80, 70 or see figures 1 and 2). It would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to provide to Lentz with a 
flat base having a raised pattern as taught by SoIek to provide the flat base with 
additional openings for wires 

Regarding claim 33, Lentz discloses the claimed invention except for the flat 
base (11) having a printed pattern. SoIek discloses a receptacle having a. flat base (20) 
with a printed pattern (80. 70 or see figures 1 and 2). It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to provide to Lentz 
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with a flat base having a printed pattern as taught by Soiek to provide the flat base with 
additional openings for wires. 

Regarding claims 34, Lentz discloses the claimed invention except for the plastic 
wall having a pattern of concentric shapes. SoIek discloses a receptacle having a wall 
(30, 40, 50, 60) comprising a pattern of concentric shapes (see figures 1 and 2). It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to provide to Lentz with a wall having a pattern of concentric shapes taught by 
SoIek to provide the wall with additional openings for wires. 

Regarding claim 35, the modified Lentz discloses the assembly where the pattern 
of concentric shapes is a pattern of circles (as taught by SoIek, see figures 1 and 2). 

Regarding daim 40, Lentz discloses the claimed invention except for the flat 
base portion having a raised pattern. SoIek discloses a receptacle having a flat base 
portion (20) with a raised pattem (80, 70 or see figures 1 and 2). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to provide 
to Lentz with a flat base portion having a raised pattern as taught by SoIek to provide 
the flat base portion with additional openings for wires. 

Regarding claim 41 , the modified Lentz discloses the claimed invention except 
for the flat base (11) having a pattern of concentric geometric shapes. SoIek discloses a 
receptacle having a flat base portion (20) with a pattern of concentric geometric shapes 
(80, 70 or see figures 1 and 2). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to provide to Lentz with a flat base portion 
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having a pattern of concentric geometric shapes as taught by Solel< to provide the flat 
base portion with additional openings for wires. 

Regarding claim 42, the modified Lentz discloses the assembly where the pattern 
of concentric shapes is a pattern of circles (as taught by Soiek, see figures 1 and 2). 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 24-46 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Zanavich (US 3,950,857), Yocono, Sr. et al (US 5,172,483) and 
Jackson (US 4,802,284) disclose a receptacle with a bracket spanning the opening of 
the receptacle. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Angel R. 
Estrada at telephone number (571) 272-1973. The Examiner can normally be reached 
on Monday-Friday (8:30 -5:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's, 
supervisor. Dean Reichard can be reached on (571) 272-2800 Ext: 31. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 
872-9306. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
0956. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



June 21, 2005 



Angel R. Estrada 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit: 2831 



